CHAPTER  SIX

Feminine Passivity

IN OUR preceding discussions we have repeatedly referred to
woman's passivity and have held it largely responsible for the
specifically feminine sublimations and the nature of feminine
personality. Freud1 came to question his own initial assumption
that the "masculine" is identical with the "active55 and the
"feminine" with the "passive," He points out that while in the animal
world the aggressions that initiate the sexual act do usually emanate
from the male, in some species the male's activity is restricted to
copulation, and in all the other functions the females are the stronger
and more active partners. He illustrates his point by citing the
much discussed behaviour of various female spiders that are passive
in the sexual act, but extremely active in all the other processes of life.

It is interesting to note that man's unconscious considers the
spider a "masculine female," and in dreams and folklore it serves as
the symbol of the "phallic" or "masculine" woman. This suggests
that the connection between "activity" and "masculinity" is deeply
rooted in our mental life.

It cannot be denied that the animal world contains examples of
females that also play an active role in the process of copulation. To
mention only a few: the female of a certain species of cricket
(Nemobius sylvestris) is the sole active partner and mounts the male,
who is stretched out motionless, from the rear. (The males of all
other Locustidtf are, however, extremely active.) In several species of
butterflies, the male approaches the female very actively and takes
possession of her in an aggressive manner, but after penetration has
been effected, a complicated position is assumed by the pair, in which
the male clings passively to the female, who drags him along in
her flight.

Among the mammals likewise the activity of the female is strongly
marked in certain cases. Meisenheimer's book Geschlecht und Gesch-
lechter ("Sex and Species")2 contains observations, made in detailed
investigations, that frequently take note of this activity of the female.
Yet the same book contains the following passage: "In the processes
of copulation it is the male animal and its organism that display

1 FREUD, S.: New introductory lectures on psychoanalysis, p. 156.

2 MEISENHEIMER, J.: Geschlecht und Geschlechter. Jena: Fischer, 1921,
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